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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Rainbow Puppet Productions

18 Easthill Court

Hampton, Virginia 23664

(757) 851-3266

www.rainbowpuppets.com
jamestown@rainbowpuppets.com

400 Year of History in less than an Hour!

From Jamestown to the present… 

Told by the Rainbow Puppets with help from 

Grammy-Winner Bruce Hornsby

Tuskegee Airman Ezra Hill

The U.S. Army TRADOC Band of Fort Monroe
Imagine 400 years of American history coming to life in under an hour.  Imagine no more as Rainbow Puppet Productions presents “From the Sea to the Sky” the legacy of Jamestown.  This all-new musical is the most ambitious undertaking by Rainbow Puppets and the company’s founder and creator David Messick, Jr.  The show will be presented <enter day, date, show time and admission price.>  More information can be obtained by callin <insert phone number) or visiting www.rainbowpuppets.com.  

The show begins in 1607 when Pocahontas and Powhatan see strangers entering the land of their ancestors.  Those strangers include Captain Christopher Newport and John Smith who set sail from England searching for riches and adventure.  What emerges is a new nation that struggled to find freedom and opportunity for all people.  This story is told within the borders of the Virginia Peninsula.

There's the settlers’ struggle to survive in Jamestown and the eventual move to Williamsburg.  Patrick Henry helps us understand the reason for the Revolutionary War.  After victory in Yorktown, the country struggles with slavery.  That struggle explodes in Hampton where the first land battle of the Civil War is fought at Big Bethel.  The Monitor and the CSS Virginia fight off of Hampton's shores and warfare changes forever.  Benjamin Butler frees slaves in Hampton and Mary Peake teaches them under an oak tree where Abraham Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation is read and Hampton University is later built.

In Newport News, Collis P. Huntington's shipyard connects the United States with the world through industry while Ella Fitzgerald and Pearl Bailey touch the world through the arts.  NASA Langley Research Center explores the sky and eventually helps America land on the moon.

Grammy Award winning Williamsburg resident Bruce Hornsby helps narrate portions of the show.   Fittingly, he introduces Ella Fitzgerald and Pearl Bailey, two other Peninsula performing legends.  The three were among the first inductees into the Virginia Legends of Music Walk of Fame in 2002. 

The Civil War segment of the program is narrated by Tuskegee Airman Ezra Hill.  A life long Peninsula resident, he recently was honored at the White House where he presented President and First Lady Bush a copy of his children's book about the exploits of the Tuskegee Airmen.

The U.S. Army TRADOC Band from Fort Monroe performs several traditional musical selections in show.  In addition, the show features six original musical selections performed by the Rainbow Puppets.

Artisans around the country have worked tirelessly to produce the numerous puppets and props necessary for telling the story.  Frank Lakus in Tampa, Florida has carved a bald eagle puppet with a wingspan of over five feet.  In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, Jill Harrington has created an assortment of wide-mouthed puppets including Mary Peake, Christopher Newport, and Collis P. Huntington.  In Hampton, Virginia, Laura Huff has sculpted human arm puppets of Abraham Lincoln and Patrick Henry.  Over in Norfolk, Virginia, Craig T. Adams has created Powhatan and Pocahontas in a style reminiscent of traditional Japanese Bunraku puppets.  Kathie Davis, also from Hampton, has painted additional rod puppets, shadow-style puppets and set pieces.  Puppeteer Regina Smith has crafted all costumes in Iowa. 

Show creator David Messick, Jr. has been producing and writing original shows for schools and libraries for 29 years.  He can best be described as a Renaissance man…    “One day I’ll discover something I’ve actually mastered!” says Messick.  He is a BMI music composer with over 150 songs to his credit.  His cd’s of Rainbow songs can be found by many vendors over the Internet.  As a tap dancer, choreographer and teacher, he has staged and/or appeared regional productions of many popular Broadway shows.  He has students on Broadway and dancing as members of the Radio City Rockettes.  For the television networks, he has helped with developmental projects for the Disney Channel, Paramount Pictures, Universal Studios, NBC television and others.  Those credits include “Buffy the Vampire Slayer,” “The Simpsons,” “Darkwing Duck,” “Star Trek the Next Generation,” and others.  As a director, one of his first professional jobs (at the age of 17) was to direct Tony Award Winner Frankie Michaels in “The Apple Tree.”  Frankie is listed in the Guinness Book of World Records as the youngest recipient of an acting Tony Award for “Mame” with Angela Landsbury.  David later directed movie legend Mickey Rooney in an all-new production of “Toyland!”

Vocal performances include many Rainbow Puppet veterans as well as an outstanding complement of new voices.  Most noteworthy is the stunning performance of Mark Tiller as Patrick Henry.  Mark’s work has graced the stages of local theaters and through the Virginia Choral Society.  He recorded his contribution to the show just weeks before his unexpected death.

International singer and vocal instructor Gerri Hollins  provides the voice for Mary Peake.  Gerri is also a technical consultant to the show.  She is the founder of the Contraband Slave Historical Society and helped ensure accuracy for that portion of the story.  One of Gerri’s relatives was one of the first three slaves set free by Major General Benjamin Butler at Fort Monroe.  Gerri’s own voice and piano students are featured as Mary Peake’s students in a song that highlights the joys and unlimited opportunities afforded to those who can read.

Retired Casemate Museum historian Dr. James Stensvaag also helped in the shows development and provided two voices for the show.  He is the assistant to the British Importer and the Northern Debater during the great debate sequence leading to the Civil War.  Jim recently costarred in Rainbow’s production of Toyland! 

Additional advisors on the project include Anna Holloway, Chief Curator USS Monitor Center at the Mariner’s Museum; Dr. James Horne, Director of the Rockefeller Library at the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation and author of "A Land as God Made It;" as well as native American advisors Powhatan Red Cloud-Owen and Karenne Wood.

Long time Rainbow vocal artist Tim Tharrington is John B. Cary who wants his runaway slaves returned immediately.  This incident eventually leads to the burning of Hampton.  Anime vocal artist Kara Dennison is Pocahontas.  Don and Chris Bartlett are the unfortunate settlers in the Lost Colony.  Previously mentioned Craig T. Adams appears as Benjamin Butler.  Craig has been a leading cast member of the long-running Dr. Madblood program now seen weekly on SKY-4 TV.  He is also the founder of Fuzz and Stuffing puppets.  

The show’s musical arranger, Steve Scheffler is the voice of the Tailor on board the ship from England to Jamestown.  His song, “Take Me Back to England” highlights many of the tribulations faced by the settlers including brackish water, mosquitoes, and illness.

New to Rainbow is classical guitarist Robin Welch who provides the voice for Powhatan.  Peter Natale and James Spruill command the Monitor and the CSS Virginia.  John Ericson brings his operatic voice to Captain John Smith.  Norm Otto is Abraham Lincoln and Marvin Sylvest is Collis P. Huntington. 

A grant from City of Williamsburg, York County, James City County, the Williamsburg Area Arts Commission and the York County Arts Commission made the development of this program possible.  Additional information about the show including photos, behind the scene stories, and musical clips from Rainbow’s shows can be found at www.rainbowpuppets.com.
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